jack  frost's   children
of their foreheads. In the spring the horns fall oft the
reindeer,
The reindeer were harnessed to sledges, light home-made
ones which the nomads make themselves, without using; a
single nail. They are fastened together with wood and
bound with leather cords or reindeer veins. They have broad
runners, so that they should not be turned over in the snow.
Close to the reindeer a great, long stick, a staff with a
rounded end, was thrust into the snow. This was the 'knout'
with which the driver urges on his reindeer.
*Kuzya'? I said to my comrade, look at the reindeers5
hoofs, they're like a cow's. And they are so large because
they don't run along roads, but over the fresh, untrodden
snow, so they need a broad tread, so as to sink less into the
snow.'
Four reindeer were harnessed into each sledge. They
were harnessed In leather collars and Instead of shafts leather
traces stretch from the collar to the sledge. All the harness
was beautifully decorated with mammoth bone and vari-
coloured ribbons. The oldest reindeer had the very largest,
heaviest horns. A great red band adorned them.
The crowd said that guests had arrived from the tundra,
from the national collective farm to purchase gifts and food-
stuffs for May Day. The collective farmers from the tundra
had gone into the dining-room to have something to eat.
Kuzya and I decided to wait, in order to see people
whom we had never seen before in our lives. We didn't
have to wait long. Soon a swarthy, black-haired, broad-
faced Neniets in shaggy clothes, adorned with beads, came
out of the dining-room. From head to foot the guest
from the tundra was clothed in reindeer skin. On Ms feet
were furskin boots, embroidered with beads. A long-haired
reindeer sakui, a cloak which is drawn over the head and
which is not buttoned in front was over his shoulders. His
sleeves, gloves and fur-cap, in the form of a capuchin hood,
were all sewn to this warm cloak.
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